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without the cognisance of the patient and her friends, without
full explanation of the nature of the proceeding, and without
the concurrence of some other practitioner selected by th<
patient or her friends, is in the highest degree improper, anc
calls for the strongest reprobation.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Wimpole-street, Nov. 12th, 1866. CHARLES WEST, M.D..
THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Will you permit me to draw attention, through the
medium of your columns, to the great injustice under which
the medical civil and staff officers of H. M. Indian forces are
now suffering ?
In June, 1864, Sir C. Wood’s Warrant for the Indian medical
service reached India, and since the 15th of that month all
medical officers in 1nilitary employ have been enjoying the full
benefit of it.
Sir C. Wood felt a difficulty in deciding upon the allowances
of medical officers in civil and staff employ, and he therefore
directed that the subject should be investigated by the Govern-
ment of India. You will scarcely credit it, Sir, when I tell
you that this investigation occupied eighteen months ! During
that weary period information was being collected from depart-
ments in the several Presidencies. But this was, after all, only
the preface. A committee, representing Bengal, Madras, and
Bombay, sat for several weeks in Calcutta in the cold season
of 1865-66, to digest the information collected, and to examine
witnesses.
Their Report was submitted to the Governor-General in
March last. Sir John Lawrence lost no time in forwarding it
to England ; and he begged that, considering the great delay
which had taken place in the preparation of the Report, the
Home Government would issue early orders on the pay part,
at any rate, of the subject. The Report was dispatched from
India to England early in June ; but, up to the present time,
no orders have been received.
The medical officers interested are, of course, powerless ;
but is it not cruel to pay no heed to their condition ? How
much longer, they naturally and impatiently inquire, is this
apathy to continue ? Be it remembered that no retrospective
effect is to be given to the recommendations of the committee;
and, therefore, it becomes the more unjust that there should
be further procrastination.
Lord Cranborne has given proof of having liberal views to-
wards the Indian army. May we not trust that, when his
attention is drawn, as I hope it will be by this letter, to the
long-suffering Indian medical officers in civil and staff employ,
he will at once issue the necessary orders, and put them in
possession of their long-delayed rights ?
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
India, Sept. 30th, 1866. A CIVIL MEDICAL OFFICER.
OUR WORKHOUSES.
To tiLe Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-Numerous instances of workhouse mismanagement
have of late been brought before the public ; and the question
of reform on this point has been well ventilated in the organs
of public opinion. Without entering into details, permit me
to state briefly the result of my experience, and to offer a sug-
gestion which, if adopted, would, I feel sanguine, tend to a
great extent to improve the state of affairs.
I have no hesitation in saying that the root of the evil, in
many cases, lies at the door of the master and matron of the
workhouse. Admitting such to be the case, which few can
deny, I think that if more discrimination were used in the
selection of these officials, and a higher social status demanded,
there would be an end to such charges of inhumanity as the
one that was recently preferr-d against the master and matron
of the Hackney Workhouse, for resisting the order of the
medical officer for the adn,ission of a poor child dying with
cholera. It is an acknowledged fact that the masters and
matrons of workhouses are, as a rule, totally unfit for the
duties they are expected to perform ; and it is well known
that the majority render themselves most obnoxious and un-
popular with the clergy and medical officers owing to their
great familiarity, which always has the effect of breeding con-
tempt, and from carrying into practice the adage-"assume a
virtue if you have it not." By the inmates they are even more
disliked, on account of their overbearing conduct and repulsive
manners. line out of ten, I think, are grossly ignorant, most
arrogant, austere, and proud. Perhaps to no class are the
following lines from Shakespeare more applicable :&mdash;
"Man, proud man!
Dress’d in a little brief authority,
Most ignorant of what he’s most assnr’d-
His glassy essence,-like an angry ape,
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make the angels weep."
To the question, how is the present state of affairs to be
remedied ?-I would answer, by demanding a higher status ;
and I would add, that there are many intelligent men, ad-
mirably adapted for such a post, who would gladly accept the
mastership of a workhouse: many a curate-" passing rich
with jE40 a year"-would, I have no doubt, be thankful for
such a berth.
If, Sir, you deem what I have stated feasible, by inserting
this letter in THE LANCET the suggestion thrown out may be
adopted, and one of our social evils eradicated.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
WM. DOMETT STONE, M.D., F.R.C.S. (Exam.)
Stanley-gardens, W., Nov. 1866.
MEDICAL TRIALS.
BAIL COURT, Nov. 12.
(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before Mr. Justice BLACKBURN and
a Common Jury.)
ABSOLON v. STATHAM.
Mr. M. Chambers, Q.C., and Mr. Talfourd Salter were
counsel for the plaintiff; Mr. Giffard, Q.C., and Mr. Murphy
for the defendant.
The declaration stated that the defendant was charged with
assaulting the plaintiff, and administering to her chloroform
and extracting six of her teeth. The defendant pleaded "Not
guilty," and leave and licence.
. Mr. CHAMBERS, in opening the case, said it was one of the
greatest importance, with reference not only to the demand
made by the plaintiff, but to the general duties of surgeons and
medical men in the treatment of those who resorted to them
for advice and assistance when any kind of operation was re-
quired. More than two years since, the plaintiff, who was in
a humble position in life, gained her livelihood by attending
different ladies and making up their dresses at their own
houses. She had suffered from pain in her teeth, and in 1864
she was recommended to apply at the Great Northern Hospital,
where there were persons who extracted teeth without pain.
She accordingly went there, and saw Mr. Byers, one of
the surgeons, who recommended her to go to Mr. Statham,
who practised at 60, Wimpole-street. She accordingly went
to the defendant, who looked in her mouth, and said he should
like to take out her teeth. She, however, objected. He then
intimated that he should like to administer chloroform, but
this she decidedly objected to, stating that she had taken it
some years since and had suffered so much that she would
never take it again. She afterwards saw him again, but on
the 17th August she met the defendant at the Great Northern
Hospital. He desired her to open her mouth, and while she
was doing that llr. Byers came in, and without any intimation
or caution he placed a handkerchief over her mouth, and then
administered chloroform to her. The result was that she be-
came insensible for a time. When she recovered consciousness
she found the defendant tugging at her liith tooth. She began
to scream, but the defendant persisted in proceeding, and ex-
tracted six teeth, and seized her by the throat in such a manner
as to cause her great pain, which continued for a great length
of time. She went to the Royal Free Hospital, to other hospitals,
and eventually to Margate. ::i1Je was now.in quite a shattered
condition, and unable to continue her occupation. She was
permanently incapacitated, and. lie submitted, through theviolent an’l improper conduct of the defendant. For this she
. now appealed to a jury for damages
, 
In such a case we think it right to gi%7e the evidence some-
! what at length. 
’ Mrs. ABSOLOX _I am the plaintiff. 1 am a dressmaker,
: working privately for ladies, earning about a guinea a week.
In August, 1864, I went to the Great Northern Hospital for
advice. I was suffering from nervous debility and the tooth.
